WEkt, 


QjT^T 77 *|o 

File 


J1 1 ’a. feqo-fo t( 2 - (fefc) 


N*>a • J 




>3 i&afcfHSI 


* 

; > . . J * ' v > ' ’ 

V* ,. S> Xj. 

f: 

••■ ’• m ■ •?? if . * jkj . >> 


Volume 


fwfiF' 


*TT?cf ^RqJR 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


■ 

f • • ' 1 1 ! 


/ 


' 




TJ? Holldil 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


g>t 


3ryTrn 

Section 

f^rf&rai/^rarcTR 

NOTES/CORRESPONDENCE 


Indexed on 


an^BW* . 
Initials 


Record A/B 


atfifcc^ a n 3 ^ 

Record C Destroyed in 

^re fei/t •jtttj 


■Jtz ^ form gm? 

To be noted 


Not to be noted 

3f^o 3»o/3nftHip ^ rrarrere 
Initials of S.O./Supdt. 


ejtp 

. in Sectional Note Book 


fcJn <j 

SUBJECT 


&V\ ry 



JuS^Se. 


Av^ U* „ 


Drclcvj; ! jAYe C'ln'cMni jjxzte't. 
fAu \ c V\e vj ct. 6e> vn>w i* 

j^i.tQ'Hce H^eVe. of 
— T <~cj . .Ca^-'e^S -*-f |? A Vf" tUe_ 

^Cehc of ' ]?Xsn,€. Cv'^U]. 


MHfl Qlrc . 


C&rr/^" ^ 'l 


Rift* ^ ^nen? - 
initials of Clerk 


arc ^ srtnci 

previous References 

Later References 

" 

v.- : p*<?z - * - ■ ■ r %: ; * - -. * '. J ' '. ' . T .» . . ; 


.. A • •: . ■ Ai ’- 

w 

v 


V ^ 

- . " ' 4;. ,■■ • .:. ' * v’” 



\ 


:-| 

V 


:fe 


$31 



m 





v 


*£ >: ,-*> ^ 


A 


fc«Sf 




m 




;^-, r ;.A.. V > : 



^ ; vS- .& 


i-4 P;*’ v Mr-*$ 




i 











Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 

Ptftvencc PR- 


JMCI have sought copies of photographs taken at the scene of the 
plane crash as also at the Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji. We 
have made various efforts to locate such photographs in our record room 
but could not lay our hands on any such document/photographs. 


Before any committal position is informed to the Commission we 
may request PMO, DIB, MEA,M/o Defence and National Archives of 
India as per DFA. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 


Reference FR 


We may advise IB to intimate the clear position whether the 
photographs taken at the Hospital is available or not directly to 
JMCI as per DFA. 
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Justice iv'ukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
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N E TA .1 ! Sl-BHAS ClIA N D RA B OSE. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 
i 1 'A Mii /o Ghalib Street. Koikata 700 087 


/ 71 


Phnne: 

C!n:tnfUtn 
Ster story 
Offiftr (>n 
Special Duty 
Office 
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No. JMCI/Overseas/wit nesses/2 00 2-03/70 ( II ) Koikata, dated, May 27, 2003 


From 


To 


Sir, 



.K'i 


(16th Sept. 45) GB dated October 11, 1945 from the General 

Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the allied powers 

addressed to the Chief of Staff * War Department $ Washington, 

■ 

25 D.C. (copy enclosed) and the enclosure thereto which is a 
purported copy of three-page summary of information regarding 
Subhas Chandra Bose (copy enclosed) and to request you to' make 
endeavours to get the photographs of the scene o£ the plane 
crash as also the photographs taken at the Hospital after the 
alleged death of Netaji and to send to the Commission the 
prints of those photographs along with the negatives thereof 
as early as possible since para 4 at page 3 of the said Summary 
reveals that, according to Habl bur Rahman, photos were taken at 
the scene of th e plane crash as also at the Hospital after the 
alleged death of Subhas Chandra Bose and that those photos wer e 
th en in the possession of t he Japanese War Office In Tokyo. 

§ 

I am further directed to state that those photos appeax 
to have not been produced before the Khosla Commission and the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee. 


: As stated above. 



Yours faithfully 



(P. K« Sengupta) 

Secretary 
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No.I-12014/13/2000-NCB 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 6.6.03 


Subject: Regarding photographs of the scene of the plane crash as also at 
the Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji. 


The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy of letter 
No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/71 dated 27.5.03 regarding 
photographs taken at the scene of the plane crash and the photographs 
taken at the Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji. 


We have made vigorous efforts to search these 
documents/photographs in the records of this Ministry but could not lay 
our hands on any such document. Before any firm information is furnished 
to the Commission, it is requested that efforts may please be made in the 
Cabinet Secretariat, PMO, DIB, MEA, M/o Defence and National Archives 
of India to see if such photographs mentioned therein are available in that 
Ministry/Departement. If so, the result of the efforts to locate the above 
photographs may please be communicated to JMCI under intimation to 
this Ministry. 


This issues with the approval of JS(S). 



\ 


1) The Director, 

PMO. 

(Attn: Ms. Archana Ranjan) 

2) The Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, L- 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

New Delhi. 

(Attn: Shri Ravi Mital) 

3) The Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi-110 Oil. 

(Attn: Shri Jayant Prasad) 




(M.S. ZUHA) 


DESK OFFICER 

o\<L 






4) Director (History), 

Ministry of Defence, 

Division, 3/West Block-8 ^ ^ 

Wing-I, R.K. Puram, tV 

New Delhi. 

(Attn: Shri G.B. Singh) 

5) The Assistant Director, 

National Archives , 

Government of India, 

Janpath, 

New Delhi-110 001. 

6) DIB 

Copy to: The Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, ‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087. 


srrT)- fir-TI 

ISSUED 


\A U A. /XI U\ 

w 





Tele: 26104061 


Ministry of Defence 
History Division 
Wing-1 . West Block-8 
R K Puram 
New Delhi-1 10066 


2191 /NIC/H/99 


$5 Jun 2003 


To 


Mr M S Zuha 
Desk Officer 
NCB 

Room No-1720 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block 
New Delhi-110011 




REGARDING PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE SCENE OF 

THE PLANE CRASH AS ALSO AT THE HOSPITAL 

AFTER THE ALLEGED DEATH OF NETAJI 


Sir, 


! am directed to refer to your letter No.l-12014/13/2000-NCB dt. 6-6-03 and to 
say that the photographs mentioned in the letter under reference are not available in 
the Ministry of Defence. The records/documents which were in possession of History 
Division, Ministry of Defence had been transferred to the National Archives of India on 
26 th August 1997. 

t J Yours faithfully, 



(Mrs R Dhanedhar) 
Dy Director 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 



Subject Regarding photographs of the scene of the plane crash as also at 
the Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji. 


Reference is invited to Ministry of Home Affairs O.M. No. 1-120 14/1 3/2000- 
NCB dated 6.6.2003 enclosing a copy of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry’s letter dated 27.5.2003, on the subject mentioned above. 

2. In this connection it is informed that no such photograph, mentioned at para 1 
of the Justice Mukherjee Commission's letter, under reference is 
Secretariat. The Commission may please be informed accordingly. 




(M. Dihakaran) 
Under Secretary 


M/o Home Affairs TShri M.S. Zuha, Desk Officer.] 

Cabinet Secretariat \D No. 281/1 2/1 /2000-TS dated 26.6.2003. 



PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 



Subject: Photographs of the Scene of the plane crash as also at 

the Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji Subha s 
Chandra Bose. 




Reference is invited to MHA letter No.I-12014 13/2000- 
NCB dated 06.06.2003 on the subject mentioned above. 

This is to inform that information available with this 
office has already been made available to the JMCI and this office has 
no additional input document to furnish. 

(N*% 

(Sattjav Kumar Singh) 
Section Officer (Pol) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri M.S. Zulta - Desk Officer) 



PMO ID \o.915/ll/C/2/2000-Pol 


Dated: 09.07.2003 


Copy to: Shri M. Roy, OSD, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, “B" Block (Third Floor), 1 1 A. Mirza Ghalib 
Street. Kolkata-700 087 w.r.t. MHA endorsement No. I- 
12014 13 ; 2000-NCB dated 6.6.2003. 



hh 

«/? 


(San jay Kumar Singh) 
Section Officer (Pol) 






MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O.No. 2 5/4/NGOVol . IX(1 1 1) Dated July 15, 2003 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 


Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(ll)/72 
dated 27.5.03 regarding photographs of the scene of the plane crash and 
photographs taken at the Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji. 

Following a scrutiny of the records available in this Ministry, it has been found 
that the only photographs available are those which had been reproduced in the 
report of the Shah Nawaz Committee of 1956. No other photograph as called for by 
the Commission in their letter under reference is available with us. 



Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 


To 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor), 

11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 


v/6opy for information to Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer -IS(V), Ministry of Home Afffairs, 
North Block, New Delhi w.r.t. his Note No. 1-12014/13/2000-NCB dated 6.6.03. 




(Sandip Mitra) 
Under Secretary(NGO) 


No.l- 1 20 1 4/1 3/2000-NCB 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 



New Delhi dated 28.7,03 




Subject: Regarding photographs of the scene of the plane crash as also at the 
Hospital after the alleged death of Netaji. 


Reference this Ministry’s letter of even dated 6.6.03 enclosing therewith 
copy of letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/20-02-03/70(II)/71 27.5.03 on the 
subject noted above (copy enclosed). 

The report in the matter may kindly be expedited. 


1 ) The Assista nt Directo r. 

National Archives , 

Government of India, 

Janpath, 

New Delhi-110 001. 

HB -in s 4/eZ Hum 

Copy to: The Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, ‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 
alongwith copies of report received from P.M.O, Cabinet Sectt., M/o External 


/ 

J 





\ 


ZUHA) 

desk officer 

I 




F. NO. 9-2(5)2001PA 
Govt.of India 
National Archives of India 
Janpath, New Delhi the 



2 5 2005 , 


Sh.M.S.Zuha 
Desk Officer 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block 
New Delhi-] 10001 

Subject. Regarding photographs of the scene of the plane crash as also at the hospital after 
the alleged death of Netaji 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter NoI-1 20 14/13/2000NCB dated 6 th June 2003on the afore'- 
mentioned subject I am to inform you that no such photographs could be found in the 
IN A files available in the National Archives of India. 


P.5 

Asstt. Director of Archives 
For Director General of Archives 
Govt, of India 


s faithfully c 

MTMoideen 


Copy to 
The Secretary 

Justice Mukheiji Commission of Inquiry 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
B, Block (Third Floor) 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkata -700087 




INTELLIGENCE BUREAU 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 


Secret 



Sub:-Reqardinq photographs taken at the scene of the plane 

crash and the photographs taken at the Hospital after the 

alleged death of Netaji. 



MHA may please refer to their letter 
12014/13/2000-NCB dated 6.6.03 on the cited subject. 


No.I- 


2. It is mentioned that copies of 5 different photographs 
transcribed from microfilm have been furnished to MHA vide IB 
UO No.IV/8(66)/2001-1018 dated 2.7.0L (copy enclosed). No 
other photograph is available with the IB. 


(HRK Sinha) 



Assistant Director 


MHA (Shri MS Zuha. Desk Officer) 

DIB UO No.IV/8(22)/02- fcXJ Dated: OV 



Ench-As above. 




\’1 



Secret 
\-r>V— • 4 aa ( 


INTELLIGENCE BUREA U 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 



MHA may please refer to their UO No.I- 
12014/13/2000-IS (D.III) dated 21.6.2001 asking for 
photographs given to Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 for 
submission to the Justice Mukherjee Commission enquiring 
into the alleged disappearance of Subhash Chandra Bose . 


2 , A set of 5 photographs transcribed 
microfilm, duly authenticated on reverse, 
herewith . 


from the 
is sent 


, A 

y {P.P. Nautiyal) 

/ ^ Addl. Deputy Director 


MHA; Shri YP Bhatia^ Under Secretary (is-I) 

DIB UO No. IV/8 (66) /2001-Jo Dated 02.07.2001 



' /W* 




*y 


[Most tin mediate 

By Sliced l’ust 


From 


MUKESH MITTAL 
Deputy Secretary (IS-I> 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi. 
Tele.No.301 2478 (0) 


To 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B Block (Bird Floor) 

1 1/A, Mirzaghalib Street, 

Kolkata-700 087. 


No.I-12014/1 3/200 1 -IS (D.III) 


Dated, the 3 rd July, 2001 


Subject: Documents relating to death of Nctiiii Sub has Chandra Bo.sc. 

Sir, 


I am directed to refer to your letter No.JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings (Folio w- 
up)/48(Vol.III)/137 dated 1 st June 2001 on the subject noted above and to send herewith, 
authenticated ^documents made available to Shah Nawaz Khan Committee by the 
Intelligence Bureau vide their letter No.l/INA/54 dated 22“ d June, 1956. These 
documents have been transcribed from the micro film and have also been declassified by 
the intelligence Bureau, 

I 

2. With reference to your letter NoJMCI/Meeting-P.oceedings (Follow- 
up)/48(Vol.IIl)/138 dated l sl June, 2001,asking the Intelligence Bureau to file an 
affidavit, it may be clarified that availability of documents relating io the death of Nelaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was checked up with the Intelligence Bureau and only then an 
) affidavit was filed by Suit. Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary, Ministi y of Home Affairs on 
27.2.2001 st atins therein the position in para-6 thereof about availability of documents as 
intimated by Intelligence Bureau. Please^ confirm whether the Intelligence Bureau still 
needs to file a separate affidavit. 


3 . Kindly acknowledge receipt. 



Yours faithfully. 



( IUKESH MITTAL) 
epiity Secretary ( I S-I) 




L 





No.I-12014/13/2000-NCB 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 24.9.03 



Subject: Photographs taken at the scene of the plane crash and the 
photographs taken at the hospital after the alleged death of 
Netaji. 


IB may please refer to their U.O.No.IV/8(22)/02-1027 dated 
12/8/03 on the subject mentioned above. 

It is requested that the clear position whether the photographs 
taken at the hospital is available or not may be intimated to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission directly. 



(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 


To 



The Assistant Director, 

DIB 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
(Attn: Shri HRK Sinha) 


Copy to: The Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, ‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkatta 700087. 
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Secret 

INTELLIGENCE BUREAU 
(Ministry of Home Affairs) 



Sub ject:- Regarding photographs taken at the scene of the 

Plane crash and the photographs taken at the hospital 

after the alleged death of Netaji. 



MHA may please refer to their letter No.I- 
12014/13/2000-NCB date d 24,09.03 on the cited subject. 

2. IB does not have any photograph of Netaji taken in 

hospital. 




(HRK Sinha) 
Assistant Director 


MHA : fShri MS Zuha. Desk Off icer) 

DIB UO No.IV/8(22)/02- Dated: 
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FAridul Kumar 

Joint Secretary (Parliament &Coord.) 






Ministry of External Affairs 

79, South Block, New Delhi- 1 1 00 1 1 
Tel : +91-11-2301 2967: Fax : +91-11-2301 0727 

E-maii: isDarlvip@mea.gov. in 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


TO 

HICOMIND SINGAPORE 

NO. 

373/JS(Parl. &Coord.)/2013 

DATE 

January 23, 2013 

NO. OF PAGES 

Four 


High Commissioner from Joint Secretary(Parl. &Coord.) 

Repeat : Joint Secretary (South) 

Repeat: Joint Secretary (EAMO) 

Please find enclosed a copy of letter from Dr. Ranjit Bhargava 
addressed to Hon’ble External Affairs Minister regarding non-descript state 
of the Indian National Army Memorial in Farrer Park, Singapore. 

2. You may kindly look into the matter and take necessary action under 
intimation to undersigned. A draft response from EAM to Dr. Bhargava on 
the subject will be highly appreciated. 


QV 






Enel.: As above 



c 


* According to CSMOP ‘EachXornmunication received from the Member of Parliament, a 
member of the public, a recognized association of a public body will be acknowledge within 15 
days, followed by a reply within the next 15 days of acknowledgment sent 1 . 
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R. K. Dr. RANJIT BHARGAVA 

D.F A h Ph D 

^ PADMA SHRI 

Officer, Order of the Golden Ark (Netherlands) 
Ritter, Order of Merit (Germany) 



^ sp-3 


Phone:05942-235713 
Mobile: 9235556288 

THE HIVE, AYARPATA 
NAINITAL-263001 
(UTTARAKHAND) 


Dated.. . . _ 

!u‘ JS (Pa^vember 1 , 2012 

/Data v 

Subject NEGLECT OF INDIA’S HERITAGE SITES ABROAD / ^ 



Vty SoJi.vr\£U^ t 

It is a matter of much delight to me that you have taken over as our External 
Affairs Minister. I write to bring to your kind attention the sad condition of India's 
Heritage Sites abroad. We need to erect befitting memorials , at the spots 
mentioned below as this will be in keeping with the glory and pride of India and us 
Indians; and history will remember you for taking action in this matter 


(a) 



Begum Hazrat Mahal’s tomb on Darbar Mara, Kathmandu is in a 
painfully broken down condition with encroachments on three sides 
and garbage littered all over. Empty ‘Ghee containers’ also used as 
flower pots adorn the res-lng place of the valiant Queen of Avadh, who 
after loosing to the British in the 1857 War of Independence took 
refuge in Kathmandu (A recent photograph is Annexure I). A suitable 
Memorial, perhaps in the shape of a grand column, can be erected 
there with the cooperation of the Government of Nepal The whole of 
Uttar Pradesh will be most thankful to you . 

The Indian National Army Memorial in Farrer Park, Singapore is in a 

non-descript state. All that now remains there is a small bronze plaque, 
full of scratches and ill maintained (A photo# is Annexure II). With the 
concurrence of the Government of Singapore, the memorial made by 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to the "Unknown Soldiers of the Indian 
National Army" in July 1945 can be easily replicated, as there is 
sufficient open space there. 

Jim Corbett's tomb in Nyeri (Kenya), situated in the Nyeri cemetery on 
the Baden- Powell Road is in a deplorable condition. The tomb-stone is 
broken and the cement layer over the grave has peeled off resulting in 
water seeping into the remains of this legendary conservationist, writer, 
among the best known Indians in the English speaking World and hero 
of Uttarakhand (A photo is Annexure III). With support from the 
Government of Kenya, a suitable memorial can easily be built here. 



R. K. Dr, RAN JIT BHARGAVA 

0 F A. Ph.D. 

^ PADMA SHRI 

Officer. Order of the Golden Ark (Netherlands) 
Ritter Order of Merit (Germany) 




Phone: 05942-235713 
Mobile: 9235556288 

THE HIVE, AYARPATA 
NAINITAL-263001 
(UTTARAKHAND) 




S 


(d) The 1 st World War Memorial (partially for Indian soldiers) in Haifa 

flsreal, then Palestine) , is an inadequate tribute to our glorious acts 
there. The Jodhpur Lancers on Sept 23, 1918, as part of 5 th Cavalary 
Division of the Desert Mounted Corps captured Haifa from the Turkish- 
German Forces in the finest cavalry charge evermade- the only 
incident in Military History where a fortified town was captured by 
Cavalry-on-gallup. 900 Indian soldiers lost their lives in the Palestine 
operations and most of them were buried/ cremated in the Haifa 
cemetery. Presently there is a raised platform as a memorial to the 
Allied Forces. We need a grand memorial in the Haifa cemetery for our 
Indian soldiers seperately. 


( 2 ) 


i respectfully suggest that your Ministry, through our Embassies and 
High Commissions abroad should locate, restore, and build suitable 
memorials in places/ sites located in their respective jurisdictions, 
connected with the people and events having a major link with the 
heritage of India. 

All such actions will certainly add to the pride and prestige of 
India, reaffirm our commitment to our heritage and enrichen these 
Sites as well. 

Knowing your dynamic nature, I am sure you will kick-start this 
process; which has been ignored for long. . , a , 

DvasV q 3 > N^-eSS ■ Wd&. -my be&sT -v-c-cywoLi A- wl 


The Hon’ble Shri Salman Khurshid, 
Minister for External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

NEW DELHI 


Thanking you, 
Your’s sincerely, 


(DR. RANJIT BHARGAVA) 
Padma Shri 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110 01 1 

Phone : 2301 2760 Fax : 2379 4139 
E-Mait : secyeast@mea.gov.in 
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RESTRICTED 




Ogcf) 

SECRETARY (EAST) 


No. 131 7/S(E)/201 2 


22 February 2012 



Thank you for inflicting the history tutorial, which was 
most interesting. 

2. Our inability as a nation to accept views other than those 
we regard as the ultimate truth will remain a burden that Indian 
diplomats will have to bear. This naturally applies to Netaji and 
> Singapore, 


S 

Yours sincerely, 




Shri T.C.A. Raghavan 
High Commissioner of India 
Singapore 



I 




* 




T.C.A. Raghavan 



No. SIN/HC/12 



'i.: 



HIGH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA 
31 GRANGE ROAD 
SINGAPORE 239702 
Tel: 62382510 / 62382518 I 62382520 
Fax: 67378696 

E-mail: hc@hcisingapore.org 
Website: www.hcisingapore.com 


RESTRICTED 


February 7, 2012 


Dear Secretary, 

As you are aware there has always been an undercurrent of strong 
reservation from many in Singapore with reference to the memory and legacy of 
Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA. A scrutiny of older files reveals that these 
sentiments were strong in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. This was certainly the case 
when demands in our Parliament and especially in West Bengal for a memorial to 
Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA received less than a lukewarm response in 
Singapore. Government of India on its part also attempted to play down this issue 
domestically and left the matter to be pursued by people of Indian Origin in 
Singapore who in themselves form a strong pro-Netaji and INA constituency 
domestically in Singapore. 

2. This policy has worked to some extent and with the passage of time, bitter 
memories of the Japanese occupation and genocide appeared to have eased. In 
1995 the National Heritage Board erected a small memorial to the INA and Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. This, to a considerable extent, although not wholly, 
addressed concerns in India about a suitable memorial for Netaji in Singapore. I 
say this because from time to time visitors from India have mentioned that the NHB 
marker is a relatively small one. However, on the whole it had appeared that 
memories of the Japanese occupation were fading and as such there were signs 
that the INA's legacy in Singapore was being seen in less contested terms. In July 
2011 the then President of Singapore S. R. Nathan presided over a book launch of 
a new Biography of Netaji by the Harvard Professor Sugata Bose, The former FM 
George Yeo had also attended this launch. The event was organised by the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. The High Commission associated itself with it 
following a specific request to this effect from Ambassador K. Kesavapany, Director 
of the Institute of South East Asian Studies. 

3. Thereafter a suggestion emerged from the Institute of South East Asian 
Studies that the High Commission and the Institute should jointly bring a small 
booklet commemorating Netaji's memory in Singapore as also the book launch 
function which was presided by the President. Although the High Commission had 
in part funded this publication {copy enclosed), I had decided that we would not 
have our name printed as one of the publishers. This was not so much to stay out 
of domestic controversy in Singapore but rather to avoid getting involved in a 


2 




controversy in India. There was a possibility of the latter since there was a 
tangential reference in George Yeo’s foreword to this booklet about Netaji being 
seen as a Japanese collaborator. On the whole however the booklet has been well 
received. Our impression therefore was that Netaji’s legacy was now seen less in 
terms of Japanese atrocities in Singapore and was accepted as part of the genera! 
anti-colonial history of Asia, 

4. However, there has been a recent exchange of angry letters in The Straits 
Times of which I enclose copies. In brief, it is inescapable that Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s legacy in Singapore remains a contested one. 

5. I pen this letter for your information because of the light it casts on how a 
certain aspect of India - Singapore history remains open to multiple readings. It is 
also useful to underline the fact that as far as Netaji’s commemoration and legacy 
in Singapore is concerned, it is best to let the matter be handled by people of Indian 
origin in Singapore and not for the Government of India to take any public position 
unless we are specifically asked to do so. That has been our policy so far and it is a 
wise one. 

6. Finally my apologies for inflicting this history tutorial. 



Yours sincerely, 



(T.C.A. Raghavan) 



Shri Sanjay Singh 
Secretary (East) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi 


EncL- As above 


Copy with enclosures to:- 

1. Shri Ranjan Mathai, Foreign Secretary, MEA, South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Shri A. K Goel, Joint Secretary (South), MEA, South Block, New Delhi 

3. Shri Navdeep Suri, Joint Secretary (PD), MEA, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi 



(T.C.A. Raghavan) 
High Commissioner 


T.C.A. Raghavan 



HIGH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA 

31 GRANGE ROAD 
SINGAPORE 239702 
Tel: 62382510 / 6238251 8 / 62382520 
Fax: 67378696 

E-matl: hc@hdsingapore.org 
Website: www.hcisingapore.com 


RESTRICTED 


No. SIN/HC/12 


February 7, 2012 


Dear Secretary, 

As you are aware there has always been an undercurrent of strong 
reservation from many in Singapore with reference to the memory and legacy of 
Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA. A scrutiny of older files reveals that these 
sentiments were strong in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. This was certainly the case 
when demands in our Parliament and especially in West Bengal for a memorial to 
Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA received less than a lukewarm response n 
Singapore. Government of India on its part also attempted to play down this issue 
domestically and left the matter to be pursued by people of Indian Origin in 
Singapore who in themselves form a strong pro-Netaji and INA constituency 
domestically in Singapore. 

2, This policy has worked to some extent and with the passage of time, bitter 
memories of the Japanese occupation and genocide appeared to have eased. In 
1995 the National Heritage Board erected a small memorial to the INA and Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. This, to a considerable extent, although not wholly, 
addressed concerns in India about a suitable memorial for Netaji in Singapore. I 
say this because from time to time visitors from India have mentioned that the NHB 
marker is a relatively small one. However, on the whole it had appeared that 
memories of the Japanese occupation were fading and as such there were signs 
that the INA’s legacy in Singapore was being seen in less contested terms. In July 
2011 the then President of Singapore S. R. Nathan presided over a book launch of 
a new Biography of Netaji by the Harvard Professor Sugata Bose. The former FM 
George Yeo had also attended this launch. The event was organised by the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, The High Commission associated itself with it 
following a specific request to this effect from Ambassador K. Kesavapany, Director 
of the Institute of South East Asian Studies. 

3. Thereafter a suggestion emerged from the Institute of South East Asian 
Studies that the High Commission and the Institute should jointly bring a small 
booklet commemorating Netaji’s memory in Singapore as also the book launch 
function which was presided by the President. Although the High Commission had 
in part funded this publication (copy enclosed), 1 had decided that we would not 
have our name printed as one of the publishers. This was not so much to stay out 
of domestic controversy in Singapore but rather to avoid getting involved in a 
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controversy in India, There was a possibility of the latter since there was a 
tangential reference in George Yeo’s foreword to this booklet about Netaji being 
seen as a Japanese collaborator. On the whole however the booklet has been well 
received. Our impression therefore was that Netaji’s legacy was now seen less in 
terms of Japanese atrocities in Singapore and was accepted as part of the general 
anti-colonial history of Asia. 

4. However, there has been a recent exchange of angry letters in The Straits 
Times of which I enclose copies. In brief, it is inescapable that Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s legacy in Singapore remains a contested one. 

5. I pen this letter for your information because of the light it casts on how a 
certain aspect of India - Singapore history remains open to multiple readings. It is 
also useful to underline the fact that as far as Netaji’s commemoration and legacy 
in Singapore is concerned, it is best to let the matter be handled by people of Indian 
origin in Singapore and not for the Government of India to take any public position 
unless we are specifically asked to do so. That has been our policy so far and it is a 
wise one. 

6. Finally my apologies for inflicting this history tutorial. 


Yours sincerely, 



(T.C.A. Raghavan) 

Shri Sanjay Singh 
Secretary (East) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi 


EncL- As above 


Copy with enclosures to> 

1. Shri Ranjan Mathai, Foreign Secretary, MEA, South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Shri A. K Goel, Joint Secretary (South), MEA, South Block, New Delhi 

3. Shri Navdeep Suri, Joint Secretary (PD), MEA, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi 

A 

j (T.C.A. Raghavan) 

High Commissioner 
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War monument 
“A memorial to the 
Indian National Army in 
this vicinity disrespects 
those who died fighting 
the Japanese.” 

DR KEN KWOK, London: “On a recent visit to 
Singapore, I was walking around the Padang and 
admiring the sights at the mouth of the Singapore 
River when I came upon the Cenotaph, and 200m 
away, the memorial to local World War II hero 
Lim Bo Seng. I was shocked to see a memorial to 
the Indian National Army near these monuments. 
The Cenotaph commemorates Allied servicemen 
killed in the two world wars. As for Lim, he was 
martyred in the liberation of Malaya. The Indian 
National Army, led by Subhas Chandra Bose, 
consisted mainly of Indian prisoners of war 
captured by the Japanese, and who then allied 
themselves to their captors and fought alongside 
them in Burma (now Myanmar) against the Allies. 
A memorial to the Indian National Army in this 
vicinity disrespects those who died fighting the 
Japanese” 
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Memorial to Indian National Army is appropriate 


DR KEN Kwok’s sentiments (“War 
monument: A memorial to the 
Indian National Army in this 
vicinity disrespects those who died 
fighting the Japanese”; Tuesday) 
are understandable. 

The atrocities committed by the 
Japanese during their wartime 
occupation of Singapore and 
Malaya are undeniable, By the same 
yardstick, the heroic resistance of 
Lim Bo Seng and others is an 
ineradicable part of our history. 

However, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who revitalised the Indian National 


Army (INA) in Singapore during the 
Japanese Occupation, was motivat- 
ed not by a love of Japanese imperi- 
alism, but by hatred of British 
imperialism in India. 

The INA’s alliance with the Japa- 
nese was tactical - my enemy's 
enemy is my friend - and not strate- 
gic. 

Indian prisoners of war were not 
the only people who joined the INA. 
Many other Indians, from planta- 
tion workers to young women, did 
so as well. 

All of them were driven by a 


desire for independence from the 
British which cut across religion, 
caste, language, regional affilia- 
tions, class and gender. 

The charismatic Bose succeeded 
in bringing them together. He is a 
part of Singapore's history as much 
as he is India's. 

The memorial to the INA com- 
memorates that unique moment of 
overlap between those two national 
histories. 

K. Kesavapany 
President 

Singapore Indian Association 



WRITEIN 


j ETTERS should be meant for exclusive publication in The Straits Times. They should be no 
longer than 400 words and must include the writer’s full name’, address and phone numbers. 
The Forum editor reserves the right to edit a letter. For women, please indicate Miss, Ms, Mrs 
or Madam Please e-mail your letter to stforum@sph.com.sg or fax it to 6319-8274. You may 
also mail your letter to us at: The Straits Times Forum editor, Singapore Press Holdings, 1000 
Toa Payoh North, News Centre, Podium, Level 2, Singapore 318994. 



More letters on 
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1 HR AMARINDER SINGH: Law admissions 
aid the privileged 


2 MS JEAN GAN: Unfair policy against 
«terna! law grads 

3 m SIM KOK CHWEE: Airshow’s 
jjfcmising sign 

4 MR CHUE CHOON WAI: Pasir Ris 
sidewalks good for cyclists, not for 
pedestrians 


R MOHAMMAD YAZID: Editorial’s 
fiely reminder about Egypt 

R SUNDARAM VALLIAPPAN: Indian 
itional Army was anti-British, not 
Japanese 


school praised 


B WILDLIFE RESERVES SINGAPORE: Zoo 

jtoilet cleaning contractor reprimanded 
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: Museum is the proper place to recall INA exploits 
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I HE response by Singapore Indian Associa- 
tion president K. Kesavapany does not 
explain why the memorial to the Indian 
National Army UNA) deserves pride of 
place among Singapore's pantheon of 
heroes and victims of the two world wars 
or the 20th century (“Memorial to Indian 
National Army is appropriate”; Thursday). 

The INA was a stooge of the [apanese 
military, and the latter inflicted gross 
atrocities and untold suffering on 
thousands of people not only in Singapore 
but across the Asian countries they occu- 


pied during World War II. Subhas Chandra 
Bose's hatred of British imperialism in 
India bears no relation to Singaporean 
feelings. Unlike the Japanese military, the 
British did not torture, maim and kill 
innocent civilians in Singapore. 

Froift what I have read, Bose may have 
succeeded in recruiting Indians who were 
originally from India and working here but 
found little support among the local 
Indians who suffered as much as the other 
races. 

The adventures of the INA are certainly 


- 


W 


historical and as such, belong in a museum 
to be viewed by those interested in history 
and should not occupy such a prominent 
location in the Esplanade area. 

As I recall, this issue has been raised 
several times in the media hut with no 
satisfying conclusion. 

Maybe the last word should now come 
from the agency that authorised the erec- 
tion of the memorial at its present site. 

I assume that agency knows the history 
more than a novice like me. 

Steven Chua 
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Memorial appropriate? 
“His sentiment runs 
smack against the 
sacrifice of 
Singaporeans of all 
ethnicities who 
defended our island 
with the British, 
against the Japanese.”’^ 

m JACK CHEW; “i fully appreciate Mr 
K, Kesavapany's sentiment about Indian 
prisoners of war fighting on the side of 
the Japanese - that the Indians were 
involved in an anti-British struggle 
against colonialism {‘Memorial to Indian 
National Army is appropriate 1 ; 

Thursday). But his sentiment runs 
smack against the sacrifice of 
Singaporeans of ail ethnicities who 
.defended our island with the British, 
against the Japanese. Perhaps the best 
solution is to move the monument of the 
Indian National Army to the country 
where it makes sense, India. The 
relocation will surely make the victims 
of the Japanese war in Singapore rest 
better and at the same time appease the 
supporters of the Indian National Army 
for their fight against British 
colonialism^ 


Frankly... 

“There is no 
disrespect; it is about 
embracing all heroes 
of the war.” 

MISS UTHRA JAYAKUMAR: “Um Bo 
Sene was certainly a hero who fought 
for the country he believed in (‘War 
monument: A memorial to the Indian 
National Army in this vicinity 
disrespects those who died fighting the 
Japanese’ by Dr Ken Kwok; Tuesday!. 
The Indian National Army led by Subhas 
’ Chandra Bose may have fought against 
the Allies, but they were also fighting for 
a cause they believed in - the freedom 
of their country. Hence, there is no 
disrespect in the way these memorials 
are placed in the same vicinity; it is 
about Singapore embracing all the 
heroes of the war.” 





Puzzling logic 

“We shouldn’t make 
such assumptions 
when many here 
sacrificed their 
lives resisting 
the Japanese.” 

MR PEH CHWEE HOE; “la trying tT- 
theorise what made the Indian National 
Army (INA) ally with the Japanese 
during their wartime occupation of 
Singapore, Mr K. Kesavapany’s 
assumption that ‘my enemy's enemy is 
my friend’ confounds me (‘'Memorial to 
Indian National Army is appropriate 1 ; 
Thursday). By the same argument, a 
triad boss who guns down the boss of 
another triad is a friend of the police 
and the people. We are uncertain about 
whether the INA fought alongside the 
Japanese for the reason cited by Mr 
Kesayapany, or whether it had simply 
allied itself with what had then 
to be the stronger party 


_ Keliest to win the war. What is certain 
is that we shouldn't make such 
assumptions when many here sacrificed 
their lives resisting the Japanese. What 
is also certain is that whichever 
authority that put up the memorial had 
not done enough research.” 
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War monument 
“A memorial to the 
Indian National Army in 
this vicinity disrespects 
those who died fighting 
the Japanese.” 

DR KEN KWOK, London: “On a recent visit to 
Singapore, I was walking around the Fadang and 
admiring the sights at the mouth of the Singapore 
River when 1 came upon the Cenotaph, and 200m 
away, the memorial to local World War II hero 
Lira Ro Seng. I was shocked to see a memorial to 
the Indian National Army near these monuments. 
The Cenotaph commemorates Allied servicemen 
killed in the two world wars. As for Lim, he was 
martyred in the liberation of Malaya. The Indian 
National Army, led by Subhas Chandra Bose, 
consisted mainly of Indian prisoners of war 
captured by the Japanese, and who then allied 
themselves to their captors and fought alongside 
them in Burma (now Myanmar) against the Allies. 
A memorial to the Indian National Army in this 
vicinity disrespects those who died fighting the 
Japanese/ 





I irntA 




Memorial to Indian National Army is appropriate 


DR KEN Kwok’s sentiments (“War 
monument: A memorial to the 
Indian National Army in this 
vicinity disrespects those who died 
fighting the Japanese"; Tuesday) 
□re understandable. 

The atrocities committed by the 
Japanese during their wartime 
occupation of Singapore and 
Malaya are undeniable. By the same 
yardstick, the heroic resistance of 
Lim Bo Seng and others is an 
ineradicable part of our history. 
However, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who revitalised the Indian National 


Army (INA) in Singapore during the 
Japanese Occupation, was motivat- 
ed not by a love of Japanese imperi- 
alism, but by hatred of British 
imperialism in India. 

The INA’s alliance with the Japa- 
nese was tactical - my enemy’s 
enemy is my friend - and not strate- 
gic, 

Indian prisoners of war were not 
the only people who joined the INA- 
Many other Indians, from planta- 
tion workers to young women, did 
so as well. 

All of them were driven by a 


desire for independence from the 
British which cut across religion, 
caste, language, regional affilia- 
tions, class and gender. 

The charismatic Bose succeeded 
in bringing them together. He is a 
part of Singapore’s history as much 
as he is India’s, 

The memorial to the INA com- 
memorates that unique moment of 
overlap between those two national 
histories. 

K. Kesavapany 
President 

Singapore Indian Association 
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Museum is the proper place to recall INA exploits 


THE response by Singapore Indian Associa- 
tion president K. Kesavapany does not 
explain why the memorial to the Indian 
National Army (INA) deserves pride of 
place among Singapore's pantheon of 
heroes and victims of the two world wars 
of the 20th century (“Memorial to Indian 
National Army is appropriate”; Thursday). 

The INA was a stooge of the Japanese 
military, and the latter inflicted gross 
atrocities and untold suffering on 
thousands of people not only in Singapore 
but across the Asian countries they occu- 

, • 


pied during World War II. Subhas Chandra 
Bose's hatred of British imperialism in 
India bears no relation to Singaporean 
feelings. Unlike the Japanese military, the 
British did not torture, maim and kill 
innocent civilians in Singapore. 

Froth what I have read, Bose may have 
succeeded in recruiting Indians who were 
originally from India and working here but 
found little support among the local 
Indians who suffered as much as the other 
races. 

The adventures of the INA are certainly 
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historical and as such, belong in a museum 
to be viewed by those interested in history 
and should not occupy such a prominent 
location in the Esplanade area. 

As I recall, this issue has been raised 
several times in the media but with no 
satisfying conclusion. 

Maybe the last word should now come 
from the agency that authorised the erec- 
tion of the memorial at its present site. 

i assume that agency knows the history 
more than a novice like me. 

Steven Chua 
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Memorial appropriate? 
“His sentiment runs 
smack against the 
sacrifice of 
Singaporeans of all 
ethnicities who 
defended our island 
with the British, j 

against the Japanese.” * 

MR JACK CHEW: H fully appreciate Mr ^ 
K. Kesavapany’s sentiment about Indian 
prisoners of war fighting on the side of 
the Japanese - that the Indians were 
involved in an anti-British struggle 
against colonialism (‘Memorial to Indian 
National Army is appropriate 1 ; 

Thursday)* But his sentiment runs ? 

'Itmaek against the sacrifice of V; 

Singaporeans of all ethnicities who 
defended our island with the British, 
against the Japanese. Perhaps the best £ 
solution is to move the monument of th& 
Indian National Army to the country 
where it makes sense, India. The 
relocation will surety make the victims 
of the Japanese war in Singapore rest 
better and at the same time appease the: 
supporters of the Indian National Army 
for their fight against British 
colonialism. 11 ■ J 

Frankly... | 

“There is no “ 

disrespect; it is about | 
embracing all heroes f 
of the war.” 

MISS UTHRA JAYAKUMAH: “Lim Bo # 
Seng was certainly a hero who fought 5 
for the country he believed in (‘War £ 
monument: A memorial to the Indian ft 
National Army in this vicinity 
disrespects those who died fighting the 
Japanese' by Dr Ken Kwok; Tuesday!. 

The Indian National Army led by Subhas 
Chandra Bose may have Fought against 
the Allies, but they were also fighting for 
a cause they believed in - the freedom 
of their county Hence, there is no 
disrespect in the way these memorials 
are placed in the same vicinity; it is 
about Singapore embracing all the 
heroes of the war." 




Puzzling logic 

“We shouldn’t make 
such assumptions 
when many here 


sacrificed their 
lives resisting 
the Japanese.” 


MR PEH CHWEE HOE: “In u ,u. g m 
theonse what made the Indian National 
Anny (INA) ally with the Japanese 
during their wartime occupation of 
Singapore, Mr K. Kesavapany’s ' 
assumption that ‘my enemy’s e 
my friend’ confounds me (‘Me 
Indian National Army is appropriate'; 
Thursday), By the same argument, a 
tnad boss who guns down the boss of 
another triad is a friend of the police 
and the people. We are uncertain about 
whether the INA fought alongside the 
Japanese for the reason cited by Mr 
Kesavaoany, or whether it had simply 


f with what had then •' 

) cared to be the stronger party 
-..sliest to win the war. What is certain 
is that we shouldn’t make such 
assumptions when many here sacrificed 
their lives resisting the Japanese. What 
is also certain is that whichever 
authority that put up the memorial had 
not done enough research.” 
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INA ‘memorial’ actually a 
historical marker, says board 

WE! THANK Forum readers for the interest shown in the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle for Singapore. 

The fall of Singapore and the subsequent Occupation 
marked the darkest chapter in Singapore's story, where 
thousands of lives were lost brutally. Survivors experienced 
extreme hardship, regardless of race, language or religion. 

Some readers have shared their views , on the Indian 
National Army (INA) “memorial” located at the Esplanade 
Park. It is not a "memorial” dedicated to the INA but a. World 
War II marker erected by the National Heritage Board (NHB) 
in 1995 in commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the end 


of the war. 
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It is thus a historical marker denoting the site of the 
original INA memorial demolished by the British in 1945 on 
their return to Singapore, two months after it was erected. 

Although several million Indian troops fought World War IE 
as part of the Allied forces, there was a small number in the 
form of the INA who saw it, at that point in time, as their 
mission to free India from colonial rule. 

The INA marker is one of 14 World War 11 markers that 
attempt to be brief but vital points of reference for Singapore- 
ans, providing a holistic picture of the war and its impact on 
Singapore, Coupled with the NHB's other heritage trails and 
markers installed around the island, Singaporeans, especially 
the younger generations, can discover more about our nation's 
shared history and heritage. 

Thangamma Karthig^u (Ms) 

Director, Education and Outreach 
National Heritage Board 




